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August 14, 2009

Mr. William C. Storm, Project Manager
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

Re: In the Matter of the Nashwauk Public Utilities Commission/Minnesota Power
HVTL Route Permit Application, Essar Steel Transmission Line Project (PUC
Docket Number: E280/TL-09-512)

Dear Mr. Storm:

Excelsior Energy Inc. (“Excelsior”) is submitting comments on the scope of the
environmental impact statement (“EIS”) to be prepared by the Office of Energy Security
(“OES™) on behalf of the Nashwauk Public Utilities Commission and Minnesota Power
(collectively, the “Proponents”™) as part of the high-voltage transmission line (“HVTL”) project
for Essar Steel Minnesota (hereafter, the “ESM HVTL Project”).

BACKGROUND

On June 16, 2006, Excelsior’s wholly owned subsidiaries MEP-1 LLC and MEP-II LLC
(“MEP-V/II”) submitted a Joint Application for Site and Route Permits for two, 600
MW e(netnominal) large electric power generating plants (collectively, the “IGCC Power Station”) to
be located at one of two sites on Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron Range. The IGCC Power Station will
be based on integrated gasification combined cycle or “IGCC” technology and use
subbituminous coal as its principal feedstock. MEP-I/II have stated in the Joint Application that
their preferred site—also known as the West Range Site—for the IGCC Power Station is located
within the city limits of Taconite, Minnesota approximately 6 miles west-southwest of the ESM
HVTL Project’s mine substation.

The IGCC Power Station’s preferred linear elements at the West Range Site include an
8.9-mile, double-circuit 345-kV HVTL that is shown in Figure 2.2-1 of Exhibit I along with the
IGCC Power Station footprint and buffer land. As part of Minnesota’s Power Plant Siting Act,
MEP-V/1I is required to identify alternative HVTL Routes for each site nominated for
consideration by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC?”). The alternative HVTL
routes for the West Range Site are shown in Figures 2.2-2 through 2.2-4 of Exhibit L.
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EIS ScorPING CONCERN FOR ESM HVTL PROJECT

In identifying the Proponent’s No. 2, 3, and 3A HVTL route alternatives in Figure 1 of
the OES’ July 2, 2009 Notice of Public Information Meeting announcement, no recognition was
given that each of the routes significantly overlaps linear infrastructure elements proposed to
serve the IGCC Power Station. If the MPUC designates the HVTL routes labeled WRA-1, WRB-
1 and/or WRB-2A in MEP-I/II’s Joint Application for the IGCC Power Station, the Proponents
could be required to acquire additional rights-of-way along those routes that otherwise would not
be needed. In short, the potential overlap of linear infrastructure elements supporting the ESM
HVTL Project and the IGCC Power Station poses the potential for expanding environmental
impacts beyond those envisioned for either project alone.

ROLE OF THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

The MPUC will help clarify the potential for such linear infrastructure overlaps when it
designates the approved Site and Routes for the IGCC Power Station, which Excelsior
anticipates will occur sometime later in Q4 2009. However, until such clarifications are made
known, the scope of the ESM HVTL Project’s EIS must recognize that such overlaps are
possible and address their potential cumulative impacts when identifying and discussing
reasonable alternatives.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this input into the EIS scoping process.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Evans II
V.P., Environmental Services

c: Richard Hargis, NETL, U.S. Department of Energy
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EXHIBIT I:

HVTL INFRASTRUCTURE ELEMENTS SUPPORTING THE IGCC
POWER STATION AT THE WEST RANGE SITE (FIGURES 2.2-1
THROUGH 2.2-4 OF MEP-I/II’S JOINT APPLICATION)



Figure 2.2-1 West Range Plan A Preferred (WRA-1) and Alternate (WRA-1A) 345kV
HVTL Routes
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Figure 2.2-2 West Range Plan B Phase I Preferred (WRB-1) and Alternate (WRB-1A)
Double Circuit 230kV HVTL Routes

i1

28L/48L Tap Line ROW |
(HVTLs Disconnected)

Vot

-
e Firy
3

[ 8 =& Lt
‘| Greenway Substation

& s Double Circuit 230kV |

"T‘Both Route

o

;%ﬁ;_r o

i
]
i
§
H
H
Legend
, 5=l Footprint and Buffer Land @ HVTL Substations == HVTL Preferred A Cities — U.S. Highways
E; I A= et e == HVTL Alternate i Counties —— Other Highways|
5 EXCELSIOR ENERGY INC. .
West Range West Range AR
IS Rt PRCET, P B e aposts "
June 2006 a 6000
i




§ s S —— (IR — =3 1l @SBUd TUIAH ==
oy oy . sisodajiy 900¢ surr oy s R WO
surawubyy sApatRY shemybiy Y0 —  SSUNOD T SlBUISHY TLIAH = suoneIsans TUAH = LORrON- ADNING YavSap &
.\MW. R pterb skemybiH 'g'n samD v s1sodaly TUAH pue] seyng pue Juudiood
R ] ebueyisem DN AD¥INT HOISTIOXT
puaba
zn:«.ﬁm:wb:m:_ﬁ:wzmmxuq._m : 3 5 i ‘ ; ¢ Frix . w.qupwa:mﬂxMﬂan.m.twmmxuin.b | o Wit
gk r..ra R LN 2 s e = M 3
_ m.m oere b il s n g, Lol
: - e Tk R A L ;._va >xmrp__>xmvn =:u.__u m._a_._n:.._ .mwﬁ. . 4 §
- : wn ; m <N mmg ity e f
- o e 5 - ST i

Y
e

@
LR

@

i

L2
Fma

Moy .se._um

{ _:}_
|

L e T
!

Bil il ST
“Aitnop eosey

el
EE T = e i e e =)

R | s o] (paoy) |,
= :o_uﬂmn_._m Kemuaaig “

‘.‘, — 1-. R s 55 7 0 — T

Ol TS VR e

| AM0EZ UnaaD 9Buls |

§i 7 >xon~ unoap abuis -
|

«.mm__s .

gi ¥ .\.h,,. z
e i

W W E O RUECE

< ot

LA

sonoy TLAH (VI-A) 21ewIN[y pue (- M) poLIdjaad [] oseyq g ue|d d8uey IS9A\ €-7°C 9an3iy



210y paxIvjald [ aseyd g ue[d oY) pareusisop jou a1am J1 J1 A[uo 9[qe[ieAr 9q p[nom a3 SIY} U0 UMOYS N0y J] aseyd g Ue[d parsjald oYL,

T 2 sysodapy " skemybBiy 1sui0 —  S8niNog [ | eseud TLAH == suoneisang JIAH = e (SR S A
sjuawubly aAewIBYY - 193 wOma tummzm_ <m<mw_>_
.\m_W; 1 65etd g el shemybiy "s'n SaD v pausRld LAH ==  pueT iayng pue juudood T
e UUAH Jusbupuo) puaba aBuey 1sopm ‘ON| ADNENT HOIST1HOXT
S e __som ._838 2 : _ Bom ._8:8
i . i i B Ho AN SHEL e
zo_._,ﬁmm:w._ém:an:xzmmzuﬁm / 2 i e | S m._ﬁllﬂ. £ ., S b ¢
: a_..,..rﬂ { : s !.l_.. i :
_ — i w 5T
| 2 iy . 2/(129) MsLLIASYE HNDA1D B1anog. e ) :
e 5 Tk g1 VZ-EuM R 1 =
% e by ,\— .f‘ Y - = e ¥
1 »%\a s" : : m 9] A &
; i i .1 1 piogz wnaap s1burg
MR e e : R . z-gum
- nw n | = RS
il T e 9] [
s .ﬂ.lﬁnﬁli.li\ O R " s “ =
b g _ ; -y
S : “ e L
w.%:, ; . Aiunoo momuu__ 2NE J@\:\_wm\o muﬂm: "
pe | b {pamay) |
1 A2E . R SER e S i - iy LY =
e i GRS G ST = :o_um«mnzw >m3=aw._0 o
| AYOEZ 3n2a1 BIBUIS - b
Z-guM | m_ ;
X! ™ :
| o 1
.11. “ O 3 12" Tl Y ‘..ﬂ.. ¥ i“‘ okl 4
B
e Sl i 5 \ AT
,_ i degnhiiang 1
L Ay
", .‘ ) j‘:. c 2 i w = \\:.3:.‘/‘44 #..- gl l|l.1-l4|-mnuu O l|li|l.l.|
| (1Z9) ANSLLIANSYE WNoND Blgnog | £y | >
| VZ-SuM | /

ooy TLAH (VZ-GUA) MCWINY PUE (Z-GAA) PA13J2A( ] 58 € Ue|d 93Usy 1SOM $-7°T dnsL]







